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TheelectorateofCorangamiteislargelyrural.

FollowingseveralrecentAECredistributionsregardingthisseat,smallpartsofsouthBallarat

andwestGeelongwereincludedinthiselectorate.

Thishadseveraleffectsthatarehardtounderstand.

1)ItmadetheelectorateofCorangamitesuchthatitincludedareasthathadnocommonalityof

purpose-towhit,ruralandlowsocio-economicurbanareas.

2)Itmadethiselectoratesuchthatitincludedalargernumberofelectorsthantheneighbouring

safeLaborpartyelectorates.

3)Ithadtheeffectofmakingasafenon-LaborseatintoamarginalLaborseat,withnoapparent

logicalreasonfordoingso.

4)IthadnoeffectonthesafeLaborseatsfrom whichtheseelectorswereremoved.Thatisto

say,theBallaratandGeelongelectoratesremained(very)safeLaborseats.

5)Ithadtheeffectofcreatinganunbalancedruralelectorateinamannerthatcreatesa

profoundsuspicioninmymindthattherewasapoliticalmotivation,ratherthanpursuingan

outcomeconsistentwiththeputativepurposeoftheAEC.


