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Dear Commission Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission regarding the proposed redistribution of Victorian
electorates. This submission will discuss the proposed boundaries of the divisions of Macnamara and
Higgins.

As the Federal Member for Macnamara, | submit this comment focused on a number of the objections to
the proposed redistribution of the electorate. Wherever the boundaries ultimately lie, | would proudly
represent the electorate of Macnamara. And no matter how the boundaries of Macnamara are designed,
it remains a difficult seat to win and that will only be achieved through hard work for the constituents of

Macnamara.

| have noted the passion of many members of the community who have made these objections and | feel
that it is my duty as the sitting Member to represent them and express that | concur with their
objections.

| agree with the objection of Victorian Labor (OB63) and the submissions in OBS5, OB38, OB49, 0B42,
0OB53, 0OB54 and OB58.

While the objectors bring to bear their own experiences, their objections have a common thread. | think
it can be summarised in the following way:

1. The Redistribution Committee’s proposal does not comport with the factors that the Committee
must consider.

Means of communication and travel

a. Thereis no evidence that the means of travel in these areas are north-south. There is no
evidence that Hotham St is a strong or natural boundary.

b. The real means of communication and travel in the area are on an east-west orientation, with
Dandenong Road dividing the community of Stonnington from those of Port Phillip and Glen Eira.
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d. There is strong evidence of a community of interest surrounding the LGAs of Stonnington, Glen
Eira and Port Phillip. All of these communities will be unnecessarily divided by this proposal.

The physical features and area

a. The physical features of the area do not support the Committee’s proposal. The most dominant
physical features of the area are the Port Phillip Bay, the Yarra River, and the tremendously busy
highways of Punt Rd/Hoddle Highway and Dandenong Rd/Princes Highway, both having M2
classifications. These physical features present strong and natural boundaries.

2. The proposal cannot be based on any consideration that the boundaries under the proposed Division
are more aesthetic than those under the current Division, by reason of producing a more square-like
shape, unless that is connected to one of the criteria that the Committee may consider. it unlikely
can be so connected and is therefore not a relevant consideration.

3. The Redistribution Committee’s proposal is a disproportionate and unnecessary response to the
problem at hand. Macnamara is over quota only by some 248 electors. The proposal affects 46,964
electors.

4. The Augmented Electoral Commission can achieve the necessary transfer of electors from
Macnamara with a far less disruptive response that also better reflects the communities of interests,
means of communication and travel and physical features of the area. Despite personally being very
fond of the wonderful suburb of Windsor, this response would involve transferring the electors of
Windsor back into Higgins. In adopting Punt Road/Hoddle Highway and Dandenong Road/Princes
Highway as the boundaries between Higgins and Macnamara, this redistribution would acknowledge
the dominant role that these highways play as means of communication and travel, as boundaries,
and as delineating communities of interest. This alternative transfer would not require any flow-on
tinkering with or changes to any other electorates.

The aforementioned objections are entirely consistent with my experience working in and representing
the area as its local Member of Parliament and as a resident for my whole life. The proposed changes by
the AEC moves tens of thousands of electors out of my electorate, however | submit that the objections
cited above ought to be acknowledged and adopted. The alternative redistribution - returning Windsor
to Higgins — would result in Higgins and Macnamara having boundaries that accurately reflect the areas’
local communities, how they travel and socialise, and the natural and physical areas. The same cannot be
said for the proposed redistribution.

I would sincerely appreciate an opportunity to appear at a public hearing of the Commission to talk to
my comments, if one is held. Please feel free to contact me by email at josh.burns.mp@aph.gov.au or by
phone at (03) 9534 8126.

Yours sincerely
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