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MELANIE WHELAN

AS THE wedding industry
scrambles to meet massive
demand after months out of
action, celebrant Kate Rit-
chie-Sexton wants to help
couples achieve another iso-
trend - supporting local.

Ms Ritchie-Sexton has
launched Ballarat Wedding
Collective as a one-stop base
for couples to plan their
wedding with Ballarat-based
creative services for their
special day.

She intends for the web-
site and social channels
will be complementary for
businesses to participate for
as long as possible. The rea-
sons are two-fold: help spare
couples the overwhelming
"nightmare” and hours
spend in wedding planning;
and, more chance for Bal-
larat businesses to be seen.

"From couples' perspec-
tives, they're in a scramble
to find services and busi-
nesses are in a scramble to
get seen,” Ms Ritchie-Sexton
said. "The idea is for local
people can spend money
locally and generate growth
in the Ballarat economy.
It's also a platform for lots

of small business and sole
traders who still do valuable
work in the wedding scene
but might not have the ad-
vertising dollars..My goal
has been to do this and fund
it myself because I thought

SHARING: David Bailey (David Bailey Photography and Train
Collective founder Kate Ritchie-Sexton and Matty Chaps (mt

about what I could do to help
give a boost to the industry.
I was in a position and I had
the time for what I had to do
to get it together."

More than 160 Ballarat
wedding businesses and
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