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Renaming the Seat of McMillan I**May 2018
Attention: Redistribution Secretariat

The Pastoral Council of St Mary’s Catholic Church in Bairnsdale arc wanting to lodge
an objection to the proposed name change for the Seat of McMillan to become the
Seat of Monash. Although Sir John Monash is a very credible Australian citizen his
connection to Gippsland is limited so we do not agree with the renaming to Seat of
Monash.

We feel very strongly that changing the name from Seat of McMillan is vital as Angus
McMillan has been confirmed as being involved in the removal of Aboriginal culture
and massacres of many aboriginal men, women and children.

We believe that the renaming the electoral area, Seat of Bunjileene-Purrinee is
appropriate as the Gunaikurnai people are the ancestors of our area. The renaming
would also help towards healing the hurts of the past. If a cultural name is not to be
used we continue to diminish the significance of the first peoples of our land and we
are continuing the hurts. Our Gunaikurnai people have had to live with the insult of
McMillian’s name being honored. We believe changing the name to a culturally
significant Ganaikurnai ancestor’s name would be a major step towards saying sorry
and a strong message of Reconciliation and education especially as we move towards
Reconciliation week 2018.

The community of St Mary’s Catholic Church Bairnsdale support the Parish Pastoral
Council’s recommendation that the seat is renamed to a culturally significant name to

the Gippsland area.

We believe that this renaming will be a major step towards healing and reconciliation.

Your Sincerely

FFather Michael Willemsen
Parish Priest

Denise FFallon
Parish Pastoral Council Chair



PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-

Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-

Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-
Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-
Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.
Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-

Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who

made significant inroads into early exploration.
It has come to light that Angus McMiillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.

These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.
Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-
Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and

incarcerated during the time of the massacres.
At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than

Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-
Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN”

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.

Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-
Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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PETITION

“HEALING THE HURTS” regarding the “RENAMING THE SEAT OF MCMILLAN"

When the seat of McMillan was named after Angus McMillan the standards of the day would have considered him to be a man who
made significant inroads into early exploration.

It has come to light that Angus McMillan, in his role, ordered a significant number of massacres of Aboriginal people in the region.
These massacres in the 1840’s, caused the deaths of hundreds of men, women and children.
Recently there has been submissions to the Australian Electoral Commission to rename the seat of McMillan as “Bunjileene-

Purrinee.” Bunjileene was a tribal chief of the Gunai Kurnai people in the area. He and his family were taken off country and
incarcerated during the time of the massacres.

At this stage the Australian Electoral Commission is preferring the name Monash for this electorate after John Monash rather than
Bunjileene-Purrinee. John Monash has no connection to the area and so this choice seems to be misguided.

We, the undersigned, support the renaming of the seat of McMillan to
“Bunjileene-Purrinee”

This petition will then be presented to the Australian Electoral Office.
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