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  Victorian Redistribution comment on suggestions uploaded from the AEC website.
  Name: Lynn Lyles
  Organisation: Warrnambool ALP Branch
  Address: 
  Phone number: 
  Additional information: The Warrnambool ALP Branch wishes to comment on S25, page 5 of 41, Naming as
submitted by Dr Mark Mulcair, in which he advocates the seat of Wannon be re-named Fraser. We object to any
suggestion of a name change, on the grounds that it is a Federation seat, and also that it is an aboriginal name,
using the language of the local indigenous people.
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We support the comments made in Suggestion 65, Australian Labor Party, Victorian Branch, page 15, Divisional 
Names. 
"There is no tradition at all of renamed Divisions matching the seat represented by a former PM.Wannon itself 
is a Federation name and should be retained." 
 
We hope our comments on the suggestion by Dr Mulcair are  considered by the Redistribution Committee. We 
are happy to add further to this submission if requested. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Lynn Lyles 
Secretary, 
Warrnambool ALP Branch 
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The Aboriginal origin of the name WANNON: 
 
Extract from Major Mitchell’s Journal: 
 

 (Mitchell 1838: 260) 
 
Extract from Leslie Blake’ Place names of Victoria:  
 

  (Blake 1977) 
 
Extract from The Cambridge dictionary of Australian places: 
 

  (Appleton and Appleton 1992) 
 
Extract from Hamilton Spectator: 
 
As he proceeded to the sea Mitchell encountered a substantial tributary of the Glenelg. It was, Mitchell 
declared in his account of the journey, a considerable branch of the Glenelg, named by the natives the 
Wannon. He recorded its name as the Wannon River. In doing this he apparently maintained the indigenous 
name for this part of the river. The name is said to have come from a local indigenous word wanya – 
boomerang or wanna – digging stick. This was probably a description of the shape of the river at this point. 
(Wallace 2017: 5) 
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