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19th May, 2017  
 
The Secretary 
Electoral Commissioner 
Australian Electoral Commission 
7th Floor 
488 Queen Street 
BRISBANE 4000 
 
Dear Secretary 
 
I refer to your advertisement in The Courier mail on Saturday, 
22nd April, 2017, seeking public suggestions for the current 
redistribution of Federal Electoral Boundaries in Queensland. 
 
I forwarded, by Australia Post express mail, yesterday, 
Thursday, 18th May, 2017, my tables and some maps for the 
Divisions I intend making a submission. 
 
I will try and email to you what I have completed by 6pm today. 
 
If it does not go through I will post it as part of the next phase in 
the redistribution process, ‘Comments on Suggestions’ together 
with what I do not complete by closing time today. 
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Should you have any queries please contact me on the above 
phone number. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
R. J. Richardson 
 
Leichhardt is the only individual Division I have had time to 
submit my reasons for my suggested Divisions.  
 
I will forward the rest in ‘Comments”.  
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SUBMISSION TO THE FEDERAL 
REDISTRIBUTION OF ELECTORAL 

BOUNDARIES IN QUEENSLAND 
BY BOB RICHARDSON 

 
Overview 
 
This is the first Federal Redistribution in Queensland since 
1968, which will be implemented, to have the same number of 
Divisions as the previous redistribution. 
 
The 1975 Redistribution lapsed 
 
Every redistribution since then has seen a change (increase) in 
the number of Divisions Queensland is entitled to. 
 
As this determination is made 12 months after a Federal 
Election, a new determination will be made latter on this year. 
 
I trust that this redistribution is not in vain and that 
Queensland’s entitlement remains at 30. 
 
I have confidence that the AEC is reasonably sure that it will or 
that they would have delayed this process until that 
determination is made, as they did in the ACT in 2014. 
 
I believe that Queensland’s entitlement remaining at 30 gives 
the Redistribution Committee an opportunity to bring the 
‘Regional Divisions’ back to be centred on one City (if it is not 
to big) and not what has occurred at recent redistributions where 
a Division has been split between cities such as Dawson 
containing a part of the Townsville City Council area, and the 
urban area of the Mackay Regional Council, but excluding areas 
close by such as Walkerston. 
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In these ‘suggestions’ I have restricted my detailed submission 
to the area outside the urban area of South East Queensland, 
however I have included some areas that in what could be 
classed as ‘urban’. 
 
I have also been mindful of the need to keep all Divisions within 
the legislative requirements, i.e. 10% variance as at 6th January, 
2017, and 3.5% variance as at 27th September, 202 
 
Relationship of the Parts 
 
The relationship of the parts of this submission is that if there is 
any discrepancy between the written text, the tables, and the 
maps, the tables have precedence over the maps unless stated 
otherwise in the written text. 
 
Maps 
 
I have used copies of maps from a previous redistribution, 2006, 
in my submission. 
 
I have used the maps of that Redistribution because they show 
the Local Government areas prior to the amalgamation of a 
number of Local Government areas in Queensland as many of 
their boundaries ‘mirror’ the Statistical Areas (SA2) and 
therefore I can show my ‘suggested boundaries’ more 
accurately. 
 
To allow you to copy these maps I have included A4 size 
duplicate. 
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Areas of Suggested Divisions 
 
I have the used:- 
 

• Divisional areas shown is ‘Current Federal Electoral 
Divisions’, dated 6th February, 2017 on the AEC website.  

 
• The areas of the SA1 as shown in the statistics used by the 

Queensland Electoral Commission for their recent 
redistribution. 

 
These figures could ‘be out’ slightly where a SA1 is 
divided such as SA1 3140808 (SA 2 Barcaldine – 
Blackall) which is divided into existing Divisions of 
Kennedy and Maranoa. 
 
I have no way in determining what portion is in Kennedy 
and what is in Maranoa. 

 
General thrust of my Submission 
 
As Local Government areas, particularly the ones prior to the 
formation of Regional Councils, generally represent a 
‘community of interest’, I have therefore tried, where possible 
due to quota requirements, to keep the whole on a Local 
Government area within the same suggested Federal Division. 
 
Growth 
 
The projection of enrolments as at 27th September 2021, as 
supplied by Redistribution Committee differ substantially from 
the projected enrolments as at 29th August 2023 as used by the 
Queensland Redistribution Commission in their recent 
redistribution, especially in the area around Ipswich.  
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Also in my local area around Cairns, there are subdivisions 
occurring in the Mount Peter area, and a multi tower residential 
development in the CBD which is not reflected in the figures 
provided in this redistribution. 
 
Either those providing the Redistribution Committee with the 
enrolment projection are:- 
 

• Unaware of these developments 
  
•  Believe they will not have a marked change to 

enrolments between now and the 27th September, 2021. 
 
• Believe there will be a ‘population explosion’ between 

27th September 2021, and 29th August 2023. 
 
Time will tell which projected enrolments are ‘out’, or both 
 
It is noted, mainly due to the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) the 
projection for 9th July, 2012 in the last redistribution were not 
realised. 
 
Nerveless the projected figures provided are the ones that must 
be used in our submissions, whether they prove correct or not. 
 
Divisions 
 
My suggestions have:- 
 

• Abolished the Division of Flynn based on the City of 
Gladstone 

 
• Created a new Division, which I have named Riordan, 

based on the area south of the Ross River in the 
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Townsville City Council Area, stretching south to include 
the Whitsunday Regional Council area, southwest through 
most of the Isaac Regional Council area to the Central 
Highlands Regional Council area, and the Central Western 
Shires including the Boulia Shire. 

 
• Brings the Division of Dawson back to the Mackay 

Regional Council area. Quota requirements make it 
necessary to include most of the Livingstone Shire, north 
of Rockhampton, in this Division... 

 
• Places all of the Rockhampton Regional Council area in 

the Division of Capricornia together with all of the 
Gladstone Regional council area. 

 
• Brings the Fraser Coast Regional Council area under one 

Division that is Wide Bay with most of the Gympie 
Regional area also included. 

 
• Hinkler, while continuing to be based on Bundaberg, 

includes the southern portion of the Bundaberg Regional 
Council area, the North Burnett Regional Council area, 
and stretches south into the Brisbane Valley (Somerset 
Regional Council area). 

 
• Groom remains as is at present, but that may change when 

I submit ‘my comments’ to include the Lockyer Valley 
Regional Council area instead of Maranoa including the 
former Boonah Shire (part of the Scenic Rim Regional 
Council) as when I did the maps I found the Lockyer 
Valley had been separated from the rest of the Division of 
Wright, but the ‘cut off’ time for express mail prevented 
me from making the alteration then. 
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SUGGESTED DIVISION OF LEICHHARDT 
 

 
Enrolment 
 
The existing Division of Leichhardt had 109,913 electors as at 
07/01/2017 which is 106.50% of a quota. 
 
It is projected to have an enrolment at 27/09/2017 is 118,266 
which is 107.39% of a quota. 
 
This means approximately 8,000 electors need to be transferred 
from the existing Division of Leichhardt to another Division. 
 
The Cairns Regional Council had 100,097 electors as at 
07/01/2017 and a projected enrolment of 107,031 as at 
27/09/2021. 
 
This is 99.99% and 97.19% of a quota respectively and would 
fit comfortably within the quota, both now and in 2021, however 
I do not consider it would be fair and reasonable to transfer the 
electors of Cape York Peninsula (referred to hereupon in 
throughout this submission as ‘the Cape’) to another Division. 
 
The majority of the electors from ‘the Cape’ are of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island origin and I consider removing these 
electors from the existing Division of Leichhardt to another 
Division would further disadvantage ‘a disadvantaged section of 
the community’ with regard to representation in Federal 
Parliament. 
 
Air travel is the principal from of travel in this area and Cairns 
is ‘the hub’ for most airlines servicing ‘the Cape’  
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Cairns are the centre residents of ‘the Cape’ come to for goods 
and services that they cannot obtain locally, such as specialised 
health services. 
 
Should ‘the Cape’ be transferred to another Division, the Local 
Member’s Office would not be located in Cairns as Cairns 
would be not be a part of his/her Division. 
 
After coming down from ‘the Cape’ by air, electors would have 
to find other means of transport to reach the Local Member’s 
Office. 
 
I consider this unacceptable. 
 
The possibility of where this Office may be is numerous. 
 
The present Member, Mr. Bob Katter has his Office in Innisfail. 
 
His predecessor, Mr. Rob Hulls, had his Office in Mareeba. 
 
It is possible that ‘the Members Office’ could be in Ingham or 
the outskirts of Townsville, depending on the outcome of this 
redistribution. 
 
Leichhardt, since its formation in the 1948 Redistribution has 
always included Cairns and ‘the Cape’ and I consider it should 
remain that way. 
 
Having concluded that removing ‘the Cape’ is not a viable 
option this only leaves Kuranda, or the urban area to the south 
of Cairns as the possible areas to be transferred to bring the 
Division to within the legislative requirements. 
 
SA2 Kuranda has 2,720 electors in the Division of Leichhardt 
with another in SA2 Tablelands (Mount Carbine) 10 as at 
07/01/2017. 
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At the 27/09/2021 it is projected the enrolments will be 2,845 
and 10 respectively. 
 
This projected enrolment would just to bring the Division within 
the legislative requirements as at 27/09/2021. 
 
Also there was a successful appeals during the 1997 and 2009 
Redistribution processes when the boundaries proposed by the 
then Redistribution Commission had Kuranda transferred to the 
Division of Kennedy. 
 
Having ruled out ‘the Cape’ and Kuranda as possible areas to be 
transferred to bring the existing Division to within the 
legislative requirements, it only leaves the urban area south of 
Cairns as a possible area to be transferred. 
 
Since the 1984 Redistribution, when the number of Members of 
the House of Representatives was increased, the southern 
boundary of the Division of Leichhardt has moved steadily 
north. 
 
After the 1984 Redistribution the southern boundary was the 
southern boundary of the then Johnstone Shire. 
 
After the 1992 Redistribution it was the northern boundary of 
the then Johnstone Shire. 
 
After the 1997 Redistribution it was moved to between 
Gordonvale and Edmonton. 
 
Subsequent Redistributions altered it slightly, however the 2009 
redistribution shifted it further north to Blackfellows Creek, 
placing Edmonton in the Division of Kennedy. 
 
The 2006 Redistribution also transferred the area of the 
Yarrabah Aboriginal Council to the Division of Kennedy. 
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I suggest that the southern boundary of the Division of 
Leichhardt be moved north so that the Suburbs of Bentley Park 
and White Rock are transferred to the suggested of Kennedy. 
 
This would involve 7,077 electors being transferred, and a 
projected transfer of 8,443 as at 27/09/2021. 
 
The suggested change would leave 102,206 existing electors in 
the suggested Division of Leichhardt and a projected enrolment 
as at 27/09/2021 of 109,783 
 
This is 99.03% and 99.69% of a quota respectively. 
  
 
Area 
 
The existing Division of Leichhardt is approximately 148,988 sq 
km. 
 
The suggested Division is 148,826 sq.km.  
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Suggested Boundary 
 
Commencing in Trinity Inlet,(Smiths Creek) by that Creek up 
stream to a line east of Hepburn Street (northern boundary of the 
suburb of White Rock) in a westerly direction to the western 
boundary of the suburb of White Rock which is the North Coast 
Railway and the Bruce Highway, by that railway and highway 
in a southerly direction until it crosses Skelton Creek, by that 
creek upstream, which is the northern boundary of the suburb of 
Bentley Park, by that boundary of that suburb in a generally 
westerly direction to the western boundary of Division 2 of the 
Cairns Regional Council, by that boundary in a generally 
southerly direction, to the western boundary of Division 1 of the 
Cairns Regional Council, by that boundary in a generally 
southerly and westerly direction to the western boundary of the 
Cairns Regional Council which is the exiting boundary, by the 
existing boundary, that is Shoteel Creek, Clohesy River, Barron 
River, Oak Forest Road, Armstrong Road, Mona Mona Road, 
Block Mountain Road, Boundary of the Mareeba Shire Council, 
McLeod River, Mitchell River, Boundary of Parish of Cobham, 
Teatree Creek, Nassau River, Shoreline to latitude 16 degrees 
south, a line west to longitude 141 degrees east, by that 
longitude north to the northern boundary of Australia, including 
all the islands within Australian territory, by that boundary east  
to the outer limits of the Great Barrier Reef, by that boundary in 
a generally southerly direction to a line due east of Cape 
Grafton, by that line in a westerly direction to the shoreline, by 
the shoreline in a generally westerly to Trinity Inlet, by that inlet 
and Smiths Creek to the point of commencement. 
 
Name 
 
The Division of Leichhardt was created in the 1948 
Redistribution and has continued to be a Division of the House 
of Representatives based on Cairns and Cape York Peninsula 
ever since. 
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I see no reason to change the name of the Division which was 
named after Friedrich Leichhardt 1813-1848, explorer and 
scientist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






































































































































































































































































































