
1

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 1 May 2019 6:57 PM
To:
Cc: ; Authorisation Section
Subject: Australian Federal Election 2019 - Request for information - whether a person or entity is 

distributing unauthorised electoral advertising via Google Adwords 
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Good evening 

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has received a complaint about potentially unauthorised electoral 

advertising being distributed via Google Adwords by the owners of the website https://shortwilly.net/.   

Paid electoral advertising on social media must be authorised by the person or entity responsible for the ad in 

accordance with section 321D of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (Electoral Act). 

The AEC has identified advertising by the owner of the website https://shortwilly.net/on other social media 

platforms, but we are unable to see if any unauthorised electoral advertising has been distributed via Google 

Adwords. 

Can you please advise the AEC whether any advertisements have been promoted via Google Adwords since 11 April 

2019, the date the writs were issued for the federal election, that: 

• direct ad recipients to the website https://shortwilly.net/, or

• have been distributed by the owner of the https://shortwilly.net/website, 

. 

If any such ads have been distributed by Google Adwords, can you please provide links to, or copy of, the ad, so the 

AEC can determine whether the ads have been properly authorised. 

I request this information under section 321F of the Electoral Act.  Given the federal election is 17 days away, your 

prompt response would be appreciated. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Yours sincerely 

 | Principal Government Lawyer 
Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch 
Australian Electoral Commission 
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