LS7708 Released Document No. 28

From: T

Sent: Thursday, 2 May 2019 10:03 AM

To:

Cc: ; Authorisation Section

Subject: Re: Australian Federal Election 2019 - Request for information - whether a person or
entity is distributing unauthorised electoral advertising via Google Adwords
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Dearfllll

| am disappointed in the direct level of assistance Google can provide to the Australian Electoral Commigsion to
investigate a potential breach of Australian electoral law. If Google provided a similar level of transpafency for
political advertising in Australia as for the Transparency Report for political advertising in the UnitédStates and
India, my request for this information would not be necessary.

The AEC will make its request to Google LLC.

Regards

| Principal Government Lawyer
Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch
Australian Electoral Commission

T: [ (A

AEC Make sure you r&enrolled to vote.
Visit www aeedavau
L J

From: [
Sent: Thursday, 2 May 2019 8:51 AM

To:
Subject: Re: Australian Federal Election 2019 - Request for information - whether a person or entity is distributing
unauthorised electoral advertising iaxGogle Adwords [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi thanks for your@email.

Google's policy is to produde user account data based on a legal instrument directed at Google LLC that is compelling
under local law. In makihg*any data request to Google, please note the following:

All requests sheuld be addressed to Google LLC. These requests will go to a dedicated legal investigations
team that handl€s these requests.

If the fegutst is by email, the signed request must be scanned in an attachment to the email and sent to [[]

It you need any additional information please contact Google LLC directly at [[ N

Kind regards,

The Google Australia Legal Team

On Wed., 1 May 2019, 6:57 pm [ O
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Good evening

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has received a complaint about potentially unauthorised
electoral advertising being distributed via Google Adwords by the owners of the website
https://shortwilly.net/.

Paid electoral advertising on social media must be authorised by the person or entity responsible for théad
in accordance with section 321D of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (Electoral Act).

The AEC has identified advertising by the owner of the website https://shortwilly.net/gfisother social media
platforms, but we are unable to see if any unauthorised electoral advertising has beeff distributed via
Google Adwords.

Can you please advise the AEC whether any advertisements have bebn‘promoted via Google Adwords
since 11 April 2019, the date the writs were issued for the federal elestion, that:

e direct ad recipients to the website https://soxtwilly.net/, or

® have been distributed by the owner of\the https://shortwilly.net/website, [ G
I

If any such ads have been distributedby Google Adwords, can you please provide links to, or copy of, the
ad, so the AEC can determine whether the ads have been properly authorised.

I request this information under section 321F of the Electoral Act. Given the federal election is 17 days
away, your prompt ¥esponse would be appreciated.

Thankyy@u for your assistance.

Yours sincerely

(I | Principal Government Lawyer

Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch

2



LS7708 Released Document No. 28

Australian Electoral Commission
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DISCLAIMER: q
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If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return email an
copies. If this email or any attachments have been sent to you in error, that error does not co






