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Good morning 

Please forward the letter to the Commissioner's office. 

As well, please confirm receipt of this email. 

Kind Regards

Michael Byrne 

Federal Secretary - Democratic Labour Party of Australia
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20th May 2015  


 


Mr. Tom Rogers    


Electoral Commissioner   


Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)  


 


Dear Mr. Rogers, 


 


Ref: THEV4  -  Request for Extension of time – 14 days 


 


On the 23rd April 2015 the Democratic Labour Party (DLP) received notification from the 


AEC that it had acted to deregister the DLP under s.137(6) of the Commonwealth 


Electoral Act 1918.   


 


The AEC letter advised the Secretary of the DLP of its right to make written application 


to the AEC for a review of the decision by the Commissioner within 28 days of the day it 


came to its notice. 


 


That advice stated that the written application is to be supported with reasons for the 


Review to be granted.  


 


It has been our intention for this letter to relate our reasons ( see below ) for the 


unexpected failure in the membership check performed by the AEC. It was our 


understanding that a new cycle of Membership Names, Rules and Statutory 


Declaration be initiated by AEC. We are now aware that this is not the case and that 


you require resubmission of the Membership Check List with this letter of application for 


review. 


 


As such, we formally request of a fourteen (14) day extension to June 4th 2015 to 


complete the request for review with attached re-submitted Membership Check List.  


 


 


The original Membership List was forwarded in circumstances amidst a changeover of 


the Federal Executive, with the Secretary’s role appointed to myself as a New South 


Wales member. This was a major change as the Victorian DLP operations had absorbed 


most Federal Executive tasks into its own ( volunteer based )  administration. There has 


been no National Membership database, with the Victorian membership list sufficing in 


the past. We had sought to supplement it with the New South Wales membership list ( > 


700 names ) but it lacked the date of birth in most member entries.  
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This left us the 550 names ( of 1,300 member records ) forwarded from Victoria only. As 


such we were exposed to the unmeasured fall out associated with the resignation of 


Senator John Madigan from the DLP in September 2014. The Senator’s poorly explained 


actions, and certainly unjustified with what was explained by him, left a legacy of 


disappointment amongst the membership in him, the Party and indeed the workings of 


politics itself. With the Senator’s election in 2010 there was a direct growth in 


membership across the nation. We have found a more specific lapse of membership in 


Victoria as a result of his resignation.  


 


The Federal Executive has taken on the task of building a national membership 


database, with its development underway with all of the necessary checking with 


members. This database will provide a single access point for over 2000 recorded 


members nationally.  It is to be the source of the 550 names to be presented to the AEC 


upon the request for extension of time to June 4th 2015 being granted by the 


Commissioner.   


 


 


 


Yours faithfully 


 


 
 


Michael Byrne 


Federal Secretary 


Democratic Labour Party of Australia 


 


0414 978 694 


 


 


Transmitted by email :  20th May 2015  


 


 


 


PS:  We notice that the AEC’s web based enrolment check requires a Second Name, if 


the original application included that name, for an enrolment to be verified. This is very 


frustrating as many people fill out membership forms without their second name. We 


notice that the AEC Template for the Party Registration Membership Check does not 


include the Second Name.   


For the web based Enrolment Check, can there be consideration given to adding an 


optional Date of Birth check where a Second Name is recorded but not known at 


checking time? The Date of Birth need not be displayed upon confirmation. 


 








