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Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Partystafinvolved:

Ms Jenny Hammett

|
N

Background

Registered political parties are required under the provisions of the Commonwealth
Electoral Act 1918 (the Act) to lodge annual disclosure returns. The Australian Electoral
Commission (AEC) has powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant
information to assess whether disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010/11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia — Victoria (the Party)
complies with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

Compliance and cooperation

State Office

During the review, AEC staff examined financial records of the Party for the 2010/11
financial year. The AEC received all of the records from the State Office requested in its
first 5.316(2A) notice by the due date.

Party units

The AEC selected fifteen (15) party units (Table 1, refers) from the total population of one
hundred and forty (140) party units responsible to the State Office. Documentation for the
15 selected party units, requested in a second s.316(2A) notice, was received in all cases
by the due date, except for Wangaratta Women'’s Section, which did not provide bank
statements. The purpose of this part of the review was to validate the financial activity as
recorded in selected party unit's internal disclosure returns lodged with the State Office.
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Table 1 — Party units selected for review

Party unit names
1. Benalla AEDC 9. Morwell Campaign Account
2. Bendigo FEDC 10. Ripon AEDC
3. Casterton Branch 11. Rodney — Banksia Branch
4. Gippsland FEDC 12. Rodney AEDC
S. Hopetoun Branch 13. Terip & Ruffy Branch
6. Lowan AEDC 14, Wangaratta Women's Section
7. Mallee FEDC 15. Wodonga Branch
8. Mildura Branch

Six {6) party units reviewed reported nil financial activity (Table 2, refers). The financial
controller attested the inactivity of all these party units, except for Terip & Ruffy Branch,
which subsequently provided adequate evidence of its minimal activity.

Table 2 - Party units reporting nil financial activity

Party unit names

2. Bendigo FEDC 5. Hopetoun Branch
3. Casterton Branch 10. Ripon AEDC
4. Gippsland FEDC 13. Terip & Ruffy Branch

Findings did not warrant a follow-up visit to the Party's State Office premises.

Review findings requiring amendment

Detailed examination of the Party’s records identified the following discrepancies in the
disclosure of the Party’s total receipts, total payments and receipts above the threshold,
which will require amendment.

Total receipts and payments

Section 314AB(2)(a) of the Act requires the agent of a registered political party to report
the total amount received by, or on behalf of, the party during the financial year.

Similarly, s.314AB(2)(b) of the Act requires the agent of a registered political party to
report the total amount paid by, or on behalf of, the party during the financial year.

To satisfy disclosure requirements under the Act, the Party and its party units must
account for all transactions that result in receipts from, and payments to, external bodies
including to other State branches or associated entities of the Party. These transactions
would include payments due to asset purchases and receipts from loans taken out during
the relevant financial year. These amounts would also be gross of any taxes and charges
such as ‘Goods and Services Tax’ (GST). Further, no netting-off of either receipts or
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payments against each other should be undertaken, such as in the case of fund raising
events.

Accordingly, receipts and payments required for disclosure purposes under the Act do not
embrace the accrual concepts of 'total income’ and ‘total expenditure’ embodied in profit
and loss statements. Further, the profit and loss statements are usually net of GST.

The AEC uses bank statements as an independent, consistently cash based,
corroborative benchmark, against which to assess the total receipts and total payments
amounts derived by the Party.

The total receipts amount and total payments amount calculated by the AEC using the
Party’s banks statements

and two term deposits) were reconciled with the total receipts amount and
total payments amount derived by the AEC, using the Party’s general ledger (general
ledger account numbers 1-1020, 1-1050, 1-1075 and 1-1085, respectively).

The AEC calculation for total receipts and total payments are provided and compared with
the Party’s respective disclosures in Attachment A.

Internal transfers can arise as a result of transactions between bank accounts held by:

State Office;

State Office and party units;

one party unit and another party unit; and
an individual party unit.

Such transactions should be eliminated from the calculation of total receipts and total
payments to avoid incorrectly inflating amounts reported in the disclosure return.
Accordingly, only the Party's transactions with the outside world should be included in
disclosure. Adjustments for internal transfers were identified in Attachment A. The Party
is commended for the accuracy with which it recorded and disclosed its internal transfers.
However, movements between all internally held bank accounts should be eliminated.
These include term deposits. Accordingly, movements of funds between term deposits
and the main bank account should be eliminated. Specifically, this included the
movements:

« from the main bank account with th

_ of $400,000 to the term deposit with the NAB (account number

11-406-1231); and

« from the term deposit of $225,000 to the main
bank accoun :
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The AEC identified total receipts of $2,982,673.13, from total cash receipts reported in the
general ledger of the State Office and totals reported for the party units. The Party
disclosed total receipts of $3,193,137.00. The discrepancy resulted in a material over-
disclosure of $210,463.87 (Table 3 below and Attachment A, refer).

Similarly, the AEC identified total payments of $2,507,426.66 from total cash payments
reported in the general ledger of the State Office and totals reported for the party units.
The Party disclosed total payments of $2,942,307.00. The discrepancy resulted in a
material over-disclosure of $434,880.34 (Table 3 below and Attachment A, refer).

Table 3 - Comparison of total receipts and total payments derived, by the AEC, with the
Party’'s disclosure amounts, for 2010/11 financial year.

$ Total Receipts $ Total Payments
Totals Party calculated 3,193,137.00 2,942,307.00
Totals AEC calculated 2,982,673.13 2,507,426.66
Difference 210,463.87 434,880.34
{over-disclosed) (over-disclosed)

To correct the omissions outlined above, Part 1 and Part 3 of the 2010/11, ‘Request for
Amendment — Political Party Disclosure Return’form should be completed to show the
amended total receipts amount and the amended total payments amount, as set out
below.

Required amendments

Amended total receipts $2,982,673

Amended total payments $2,507,427

The AEC acknowledges that the amendments noted above were largely due to the
technical interpretation of two significant movements of funds between the Party’'s main
bank account and its term deposits.

Receipts above the threshold

Section 314AC(1) of the Act provides that if the sum of all amounts received by, or on
behalf of, the Party from a person or organisation during a financial year is more than the
indexed threshold, the return must include the particulars of that sum. For the 2010/11
financial year this indexed threshold for disclosure was set at, any amount more than
$11,500. However, this does not include internal transfers.
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The movement of $225,000, described above under the heading ‘Total receipts and
payments’was an ‘internal transfer'. There was no requirement under the Act to disclose
it, at all. Therefore, the amending reduction requested by the Party from $250,000 to
$225,000 for this item (as a receipt above the 2010/11 index threshold of $11,500) should
instead be entirely excluded from the disclosure return and amended to nil.

To correct the over disclosure outlined above, Part 2 of the 2010/11, ‘Request for
Amendment — Political Party Disclosure Return’ form should be completed to show the
above disclosed receipt of $250,000, from the National Australia Bank Limited (NAB),
amended to nil.

Required amendment

Donation
$ Amount or Other
Name Postal address received Receipt

g National Australia Bank 330 Caollins Street, Other
:E’ Limited (NAB) Melbourne, VIC, 3000 $250,000 Receipt
(o]
°
O
h=
g Nil Nil Nil Nil
g
Party units

A comparison of total receipts and total payments for party units calculated by the AEC to
amounts reported by the State Office was undertaken for the financial year 2010/11
(Attachment C refers). The AEC has accepted the Party’s overall calculations for party
unit total receipts and total payments. The Party is commended for the accuracy of its
record keeping with regard to party units.

Of the 15 party units selected for compliance review only party units with financial activity
were provided with reports, copies of which are included at Attachment E.
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Matters requiring future action

It is recommended that consideration be given to addressing the following matters before
lodgement of disclosure returns in the future.

Audit trail

The Party advised that it used a software accounting package called ‘Mind Your Own
Business’(MYOB). The Party also advised that the ‘Audit Trail’ tracking security feature
available in this software was not used. The feature once turned on will log all changes
made to the database complete with date, description and user details.

To be effective this feature should be accompanied with strong user password controls
and access controls. As a minimum this would ensure that users are uniquely identified
and the system administrator would turn the feature on but have no access to data
processing and conversely staff inputting data would have no capacity to turn the audit
trail on or off.

The AEC would have greater confidence in the accounting data being provided if these
suggested data security measures were in place.

Independent audit

The Party's 2010/11 financial statements were not subject to independent audit. The AEC
understands that the practice will be instituted in future years. The AEC commends the
Party for introducing the practice, as it will provide added assurance and comfort to the
Party, its members and the AEC with regard to the veracity of the disclosures made.

Work papers supporting disclosure

The AEC acknowledges the noteworthy strides and comprehensive work papers provided
by the Party in support of their disclosure. Although the amendments required were
material in amount they were few in number, technical in nature and easily identified.

Party units record keeping
The suggestions offered below are provided as a check list to assist the Party in
maintaining its commendable party unit record keeping practices.

The suggestions centre around continuing to maintain a cash book/general ledger,
together with the features outlined below, for each financially independent and active party
unit.

= Reconcile all bank statements to the cash book/general ledger periodically.

= Capture and eliminate all party unit internal transfers. This includes internal
movement of debt.
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= Record all fransactions with sufficient details to identify not only the amount of these
transactions but also with whom and when these transactions occurred.

s Record all transaction details when deposits are composed of a number of individual
receipts.

= All transactions recorded must relate to the financial year being disclosed.

= Typically record all cash receipts and all cash payments with the aid of receipts and
cheques written, either in manual or electronic form.

= Pass all transactions through a bank account.

= Transactions should be recorded in the cash book/general ledger as they occur and
the bank statements used to corroborate these transactions and validate an accurate
carry forward cash balance.

Pattern of findings

Findings in the last compliance review of the Party, completed in March 2011, covering
the 2008/09 disclosure return were compared with findings made in the current
compliance review, covering the 2010/11 disclosure return {Attachment D refers).

The comparison reveals a continuing pattern of findings, resulting in material
discrepancies. The AEC acknowledges that progress has been made in the development
of comprehensive working papers supporting the disclosure return. In particular, the
accuracy and completeness of party unit and internal transfer documentation has
improved. The discrepancies noted were largely due to the technical interpretation of two
large movements of cash between the Party’s main bank account and its term deposits
(report heading titled *Total receipts and payments’ above refers).

Conclusion

The AEC acknowledges that the Party is developing a sound system of financial record
keeping and has exhibited commendable effort in preparing complete and accurate
disclosures as is required under the Act. It is further acknowledged that although the
amendments required are material they were due to technical interpretations of the Act,
few in number and easily identified due to the transparent and comprehensive quality of
the Party's work papers, supporting its disclosure return.

Except for the matters noted above, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to
believe that the Party has not complied, in all material respects, with its disclosure
obligations under the Act. To ensure full compliance with the Act, the matters noted
above should be remedied.
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For your convenience, a completed 2010/11 Request for Amendment — Political Party
Disclosure Return form has been enclosed, incorporating the agreed amendments as
outlined above. Please return the signed amendment form to the AEC by

Friday, 20 December 2013.

Enquiries and assistance

Should the party require any assistance regarding its disclosure obligations under the Act,
please contact the AEC’s, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number
(02) 6271 4552 or by email at fad@aec.qgov.au.
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with the Party’s disclosed amounts, for financial year 2010/11.

Attachment A

Comparison of total receipt and total payments derived by the AEC,

ltem Item description Total Total
No. receipts payments
General ledger Account 1-1020
ear ended 30 June 2011
1 3,144,490.31 2,830,297.68
Less internal transfers between the Party's State
2 | Office bank accounts -225,000.00 -400,000.00
Less internal fransfers between the Party's State T
3 | Office bank accounts and party unit bank accounts -179.804.61 | -17,422.00 |
4 | Add: unpresented cheques as at 30 June 2010 13,496.41
5 | Less: unpresented cheques as at 30 June 2011 -5,772.35
Less: cancelled cheques
6 | (Cheque numbers 409396 & 409531) -32,560.09
Less: general journal numbers GJ000900,
7 | GJO0090T & GJ0O00918 -33,540.39
General ledger Account 1-1050
ear ended 30 June 2011
8 ) 0.00 0.00
Less ipternal transfers between the Party's State
9 | Office bank accounts 0.00 0.00
General ladger account 1-1075
For year ended 30 June 2011
10 &=erm deposits) 400,000.00 225,000.00
Less internal transfers between the Parly's State
11 | Office bank accounts -400.000.00 -225,000.00 |
General iedger Account 1-1085
for the vear ended 30 June 2011
5,505.84 0.00
13 | Office bank accounts 0.00 0.00
14 Total (general ledger - State Office) 2,711,651.15 2,388,039.65
Add party units (based on branch units records
15 | provided by State Office)- see Attachment B 271,021.98 119,387.01
16 Total (State Office plus party units) 2,982,673.13 2,507,426.66
17 Amount shown in Party's Annual Return 3,193,137.00 | 2,942,307.00
18] VARANCE (Over disclosure) 210,463.87 434,880.34
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Attachment B

Total amounts reported by party units to the State Office — financial
year 2010/11

| Recelpts | _
0.00 0.00
24,545.00 780.50
2,000.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
680.21 0.00
0.00 0.00
16,100.00 12.867.25
13.028.40 4,448.06
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 5.55
2.04 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
13.66 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
3,050.00 1.484.70
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
1.36 0.00
1,695.00 972.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
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Recolpts | Payments _
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00

38,434.50 13,214.01
0.00 0.00
23,035.92 4,166.08
0.00 0.00
0.64 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
2000 0.35
0.00 0.00
7,850.00 4,107.31
8.77 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.04 30.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
109.04 0.00
7.218.27 16,493.75
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
462.44 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
36,127.77 20,824.99
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
85.19 49.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
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Pi=F & '
Roceipta | Paymonts |
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
2,318.81 0.00
17,164.80 20,762.02 |
0.00 0.00
30,889.38 1,372.55 |
0.00 0.00
26,673.80 13.212.34
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
5,041.84 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 120.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
8.74 0.00
20.17 32.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
9 [ 0.00 0.00
- Adjustment for Murray Valley
(@E &u&%ﬂﬂd’ﬂm compliance
mfﬁrﬂﬁﬁfﬂ‘ﬁf in sample
3) -3,735.00 0.00
add - Adjustment for Gippsiand
ﬁi@f | txﬁfﬁmzﬁr@mﬂﬁ?ﬁm
- | 18,271.19| 4,44455
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Attachment C

Comparison of total receipts and total payments for party units
calculated by the AEC to amounts reported by the State Office, in the
financial year 2010/11

Totals amounts based on
lotals repotediiy the records examined by Difference
State Office
it AEC ,

Party Unit Total | Total Lok= S BT ot R Tota I N T ota I

' receipts payments receipts payments | receipts payments
1.BenallaAEDC | 24,545.00 780.50 | 24,545.00 780.00 0.00 0.00
‘2. Bendigo FEDC 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 0.00
3. Casterton 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 0.00
4. Gippsland FEDC 0.00 0.00 000  0.00| 0.00 | 0.00 |
S.Hopetoun | 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 |
6. Lowan AEDC 38,434.50 | 13,214.01 | 38,434.50 | 13,214.01 0.00 | 0.00
7. Mallee FEDC 23,035.92 | 4,166.08 | 23,035.92 | 4,166.08 0.00 | 0.00 |
8. Mildura 7,850.00 | 4,107.31| 7,844.76 | 5,228.76 524 | 1,121.45 |
9. Morwell ‘
Campaign |
Account 7,218.27 | 16,493.75 | 7,218.27 | 16,493.75 0.00 0.00
10. Ripon AEDC 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
11. Rodney :
(Banksia) 2,318.81 0.00| 2,318.81 0.00 0.00 0.00
12. Rodney AEDC 17,164.80 | 20,762.02 | 17,164.80 | 20,762.02 0.00 0.00 |
13. Terip & Ruffy 0.00 0.00 | 5000 | 11020 50.00 110.20
14. Wangaratta
Women's Section 0.00 120.00 | 000| 12000 0.0 0.00
15. Wodonga 20.17 32.00 0.17 12.00 -20.00 -20.00

1120,587.47  59,675.67 | 120,612.23 | 60,887.32 2476 | 1,211.65

TOTAL - In the case of the last two columns on the right hand side of the table, titled differences
for total receipts and total payments, TOTAL means the total of understated (positive - black)
amounts net of overstated (negative - red) amounts. It should be noted that this will mask the true
extent of errors made.

TR error rate - $24.76 / $120,587.47 x 100 = 0.02 % error rate
TP error rate — $1,211.65 / $59,675.67 x 100 = 2.03 % error rate
In view of the low error rate on this occasion the AEC will let the Party’s disclosed amounts for the
party units, for total receipts (TR) and total payments (TP) stand. However, party units will be
advised of errors where they made them, for their information only.
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Attachment D

Comparison of findings in the current with the immediate prior

compliance review

Legal 2010/11 2008/09
Obligation Disclosure Return Disclosure Return
Total amount received Disclosed: $3,193,137 Disclosed: $1,189,260
s.314AB(2)(a) Amended: $2,982,673 Amended: $1,684,549
Over-disclosed: $210,464 Under-disclosed: $495,289
Threshold receipts Disclosed: $2,552,061 Disclosed: $832,179
s.314AC Amended: $2,302,061 Amended: $1,332,179
Over disclosure: $250,000 Under disclosed: $500,000
Total amount paid Disclosed: $2,942,307 Disclosed: $1,211,305
s.314AB(2)(b) Amended: $2,507,427 Amended: $954,159

Over-disclosed; $434,880

Over-disclosed: $257,146

Total debt amount

Disclosed: $33,650

Disclosed: $58,545

$.314AB(2)(c) Amended: $0 Amended: $0

Under/over disclosure: n/a Under/over disclosure: n/a
Threshold debt Disclosed: $17,340 Disclosed: $13,328
s.314AE Amended: $0 Amended: $0

Under/over disclosure: n/a

Under/over disclosure: n/a
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Benalla AEDC

December 2013




Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

1

Jenni Hammett

Party staff involved:

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
{the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Benalla AEDC (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11

financial year including:

1. alist of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year,;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months});

3. abank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

4. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

6. the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012, in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following
documents:

a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office;
a copy of the financial statements for the financial year 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011,
a copy of the cash book for the financial year 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011,

bank statements for G o the period from 1 July 2010

to 30 June 2011; and

5. bank statements for_ for the period from

1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

"l

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Parly's State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the total receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in the
bank statements. Once a cheque issued and recorded in the cash book but not presented at
the bank (as at 1/7/2010) had been added back to the cash book payments reconciliation was
obtained between the bank statements and the cash book (cheque number 000082 in the
amount of $30.50, presented on 29/9/2010_, refers).

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided for the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original recards relating to the party unit's financial activities, such as bank statements,
details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the Party’s State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of

the entire Party.
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Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC's, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au,
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure
return with the records provided for the review.

Total Total
1. Benalla AEDC ___receipts payments
i $ $
_Disclosure State Office 24,545.00 780.50
6 —— 30,764.72
Less: intra-party transactions -25,734.50 -29,984.22
e - - oo 3400000
Less: Intra-parly transactions 0.00 -34,000.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 24,545.00 780.50
Difference 0.00 0.00
1. Cash book for Main account
26,972.50 30,674.22
Less: Intra-party transactions -25,734.50 -29,984.22
Add: Unpresented cheque as at 1/7/10 0.00 90.50
2. Cash book for 200 Club
23,307.00 34,000.00
Less: Intra-party transactions 0.00 -34,000.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 24,545.00 780.50
Difference 0.00 0.00
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Lowan AEDC

December 2013




Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:
Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonweaith Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether

disclosure obligations have been mef.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Lowan AEDC (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested

On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. a list of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for the
period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. a bank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

6. the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012 , in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following

documents:

1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with State Office;
2. a copy of the cash book / financial statements for the financial year 1 July 2010 to
30 June 2011;

3. bank statements for the general cheque account, _for

the period from 1 July 2010 to 11 July 2011;
4. bank statements for the 200 Club,_for the period from

15 July 2010 (when the account was opened) to 11 July 2011, and
5. a [

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party’s State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the total receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in the
bank statements provided, which reconciled with the respective amounts reported in the manual
cash book / financial statements.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the parfy unit’s financial activities, such as, bank statements,
details of all fransactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.
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Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC’s, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.qov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return

with the records provided in the review.

Total Total
6. Lowan AEDC receipts payments
s e N $ $
Disclosure State Office . ~ 38,434.50 13,214.01
ts for Main account
% 1.96 3,835.00
Less: intra-party transactions 0.00 -3,800.00
W 37,875.00 37,659.24
Less: Intra-party fransactions -550.00 -24,480.23
_3. Term deposit CBA- interest receipts 1,107.54 0.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 38,434.50 13,214.01
Difference 0.00 0.00
ol t— 2183500
Less: Intra-party transactions 0.00 -3,800.00
% 37,875.00 37,659.24
Less: Intra-party transactions -550.00 -24,480.23
3. Cash Book for CBA term deposit 1,107.54 0.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 38,434.50 13,214.01
Difference 0.00 0.00

Page 4 Compliance Review Report | National Party of Australia (Victoria) — Lowan AEDC

204N 11 Nicnlaciira rntien



Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)
Mallee FEDC

December 2013

sion




Review details

L ocation of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammett
1

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Mallee FEDC (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under 5.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 201011
financial year including:

1. alist of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. a bank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012, in response to the $.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following

documents:
1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office;
2. an Excel summary of interest income from the party unit's term deposit accounts for the

2010/11 financial year,

3. bank statements for _for the period from 1 July 2010

to 31 July 2011;

4. aterm deposit notice for N -
5. a term deposit notice for AR

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party’s State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC recalculated the totals receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in
the bank statements provided, which reconciled with the respective amounts reported in the
manual cash book / Excel spreadsheet.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit’s financial activities on behalf of the Party, such as,
bank statements, details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting
documentation should be retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure
obligations under the Act have been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of

at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are

forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.

Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC’s, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552
or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return

with the records provided in the review.

Total Total
7. Mallee FEDC receipts payments
$ I
Disclosure State Office 23,035.92 4,166.08
1. Bank statements for Main account
58,118.25 51,027.83
Less: Infra-party transactions -654.00 46,861.75
Less: infra-party transactions - Term
deposit &Closed and balance
transferred) -35,956.40 0.00
2. Term deposit_ interest
earned 775.48 0.00
Add: Top up from Main account 752.59
Less: Intra-party transactions -752.59
3. Term deposi
(Closed) interest earned 752.59 0.00
Close and transfer balance of
Term deposit
to Main bank account 35,956.40
Less: Intra parly transactions ) -35,956.40
Total AEC calculation bank statements 23,035.92 4,166.08
Difference 0.00 0.00
o 51,027.65
Less: Infra-party transactions -654.00 -46,861.75
Less: Infra-party transactions —
Term deposit hClosed and
balance transferred) -35,956.40 0.00
2. Cash book Term deposit
interest earned 775.48 0.00
Add: Top up from Main account 752.59
Less: Infra-party transactions -752.59
o T
(Closed)
interest earned 752.59 0.00
Close and transfer balance of
to Main bank account 35,956.40
Less: Intra parly transactions -35,856.40
Total AEC calculation cash book 23,035.92 4,166.08
Difference 0.00 0.00
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Mildura Branch

December 2013




Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammedtt

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
{the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Mildura Branch (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. a list of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year,

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. abank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012 , in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following
documents:

1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office; and
2. bank statements for for the period from 1 July 2010

to 1 July 2011.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings

The AEC identify only minor discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party’s State
Office and the records provided by the party unit. The AEC will take up the matter directly with
the Party's State Office and consolidated it with all other issues arising out of the compliance
review.

The calculations provided here are for your information and future reference only. Accordingly,
no action is required on this matter by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the totais receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in
the bank statements and cash book provided. An amount of $1,132 for door knock cards did
not pass through the bank account but was recorded in the party unit’s cash book. However,
the payment was not disclosed. This item accounted for most of the discrepancies identified.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided for review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit’s financial activities such as bank statements,
details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the
entire Party.
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Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, plsase
contact the AEC's, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided for review.

Total Total
8. Mildura Branch receipts payments
R —— = $ $
Disclosure State Office 7,850.00 4,107.31
1. B i t
g 7.84476 18,096.76
Less: Intra-party transactions 0.00 -14,000.00
Add: Payment not passing through bank
account (Door knocking cards) _ 1,132.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 7,844.76 5,228.76
Difference .5.24 1,121.45
p 7,844.76 19,228.76
Less: intra-party transactions 0.00 -14,000.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 7,844.76 5,228.76
Difference -5.24 1,121.45
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Morwell Campaign Account

December 2013




Review detalls

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonweaith Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Morwell Campaign Account (the party unit) as part of the compliance review
process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. alist of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months});

3. abank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held:;

financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012 , in response to the $.316(2A} notice the AEC received the following
documents:

1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office.
2. a cash ledger detailing the party unit's bank account and term deposit;

3. bank statements for_ for the period from

1 July 2010 to 24 June 2011; and

4. bank statements for_for the 2010/11 financial year.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the totals receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in
the bank statements provided, which reconciled with the respective amounts reported in the
cash book.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit’s financial activities on behalf of the Party, such as,
bank statements, details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting
documentation should be retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure
obligations under the Act have been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of

at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are

forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.

Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC's, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552
or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided in the review.

Total Total
9. Morwelil Campaign Account receipts payments
- s __$
Disclosure State Office 7,218.27 16,493.75
1. Bank statements for Main account
27,365.66 16,493.75
Less: intra-party transactions -20,147.39 0.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 7,218.27 16,493.75
Difference 0.00 0.00
1. Cash book for Main account
Morwell Campaign Account 27,365.66 16,493.75
Less: Intra-party transactions -20,147.39 0.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 7,218.27 16,493.75
Difference 0.00 0.00
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Rodney AEDC (& Banksia)

December 2013




Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Rodney AEDC (and Banksia Branch) (the party unit) as part of the
compliance review process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. alist of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. a bank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account heid;

. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012, in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following
documents:

1. acopy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office.
2. A copy of the financial disclosure statements for the financial year 1 July 2010 to

30 June 2011;

3. bank statements fm_ for the period from

1 July 2010 to 18 July 2011;

4. statoments o deposit account o

I o the period from 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011;

5. statements of deposit account for

I <o the period from 1 July 2010 to 5 May 2011;

6. statements of deposit account for G

_ for the period from 1 July 2010 to 5 May 2011;

7. statements of deposit account for

I (o' the period from 1 July 2010 to 5 May 2011; and

8. statements of deposit account forl

B <o the period from 1 July 2010 to 5 May 2011.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party’s State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC calculated total receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in the
bank statements, which reconciled with the amounts reported in the cash ledger.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit's financial activities, such as bank statements,
details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.
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The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.

Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC's, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparisen of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided in the review.

12. (& 11.) Rodney AEDC Total Total
(& Banksia Branch) receipts payments

$ $
Disclosure State Office 19,483.61 20,762.02

o 1796450 226113

Less: Intra-party,
2. Term deposi

200 GO 24891

901.88 0.00
Add: deposits from all other term deposits (closed
and funds transferred) 25,783.59

Less: Internal transfer fr ff m denosits -25,783.59

3. Term de SW

——— 366.22 7,071.72

Less: Internal tr 707172
165.01 3,195.59

Less: Internal triﬁiﬁ -3,195.59

5. Term deposit
| 550.23 8,753.28
Less: Internal !rah -8,753.28

6. Term deposit
S 335.47 6,763.00

_Less: Internal transfer . -6,763.00 _

Total AEC calculation bank statements 19,483.61 20,762.02
Difference 0.00 0.00

Less: Inira-partym 300.00 -2,489.11
2. Term deposit

e | 901.88 0.00
Add: deposits from all other ferm deposits (closed

and funds transferred) 25,783.59

Less: internal ﬂW deposits -25,783.59
3. Term deﬁsit

366.22 7.071.72
o Term deposi NN S—
4. Term deposit
- u 165.01 3,195.59
Less: Internal trah i,165.589
5. Term deposit
R — 550.23 875328
Less: internal trh -8,753.28
6. Term deposi

| 335.47 6,763.00
_Less: Internal transfer -6,763.00
Total AEC calculation cash book - 19,483.61 20,762.02

Difference 0.00 0.00
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Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Terip-Ruffy Branch

December 2013
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Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonweaith Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Terip-Ruffy Branch (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested
On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. a list of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. a bank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012, in response to the 5.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following
documents:

1. itwo separate handwritten lists of receipts and expenses of the party unit together covering
the 2010/11 financial year; and

2. bank statements for_for the period from

1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings

The AEC identify only minor discrepancies between the $nil amounts reported by the Party’s
State Office and the records provided by the party unit. The AEC will take up the matter directly
with the Party’s State Office and consolidated it with all other issues arising out of the
compliance review.

The calculations provided here are for your information and future reference only. Accordingly,
no action is required on this matter by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the total receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in the
bank statements provided, and identified that the party unit under-disclosed total receipts by
$50.00 and under-disclosed total payments by $110.00. The difference between the AEC
calculation for total payment via the cash book and those via the bank statements was due to
an unpresented cheque amounting to $59.20 paid in 2009/1010 via the cash book but not
presented and recorded in the bank statements till 6 August 2010 (i.e., 2010/2011,

cheque number 19, refers).

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit's financial activities, such as bank statements,
details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.
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Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC's, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided in the review.

Total Total
13. Terip-Ruffy Branch receipts payments
B N $ $
Disclosure State Office 0.00 0.00
.U 50.00 1,110.20
Less: Inira-party transactions 0.00 -1,000.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 50.00 110.20
Difference 50.00 110.20
50.00 1,051.00
Less: Infra-party transactions 0.00 -1,000.00
Add: Cheque number 19, recorded as
paid in 2009/2010 via cash book, not
presented till 6/8/2010
(i.e., in 2010.2011) via bank statements 59.20
Total AEC calculation cash book ~ 50.00 110.20
Difference 50.00 110.20

Page 4 Compliance Review Report | National Parly of Australia {Victoria) — Terip-Ruffy Branch
2010-11 Disclosire retum



Compliance Review Report

National Party of Australia (Victoria)

Wangaratta Women’s Section

December 2013




Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved:

Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia {Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Wangaratta Women'’s Section (the party unit) as part of the compliance
review process.

Records requested

On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under 5.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11

financial year including:

1. alist of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. abank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account heid,

4. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Office; and

the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012, in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following

documents:

1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office; and
2. areport containing a list of receipts and payments prepared by the party unit for the
2010/11 financial year.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings
The AEC did not identify any discrepancies between the amount reported by the Party's State
Office and the records provided by the party unit.

The AEC calculated the totals receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in
the cash book provided. The party unit appeared to hold a bank account with the Bendigo Bank
but no bank statements were provided.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit's financial activities, such as, bank statementls,
details of all transactions, deposit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclosures made in the return on behalf of the

entire Party.

Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Acl, please
contact the AEC’s, Funding and Disclosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided in the review.

14. Wangaratta Women’s Total Total
Section receipts payments
4 $ $

Disclosure State Office 0.00 120.00
Cash Book 0.00 120.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 0.00 ~120.00
Difference 0.00 0.00
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Review details

Location of review: Australian Electoral Commission
West Block, Queen Victoria Terrace
PARKES ACT 2600

AEC review officers: Ralph Fayed
Paul Lau

Party staff involved: (N

Jenny Hammett

Background

Federally registered political parties are required under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
(the Act) to lodge disclosure returns, annually. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has
powers under the Act to review records and gather relevant information to assess whether
disclosure obligations have been met.

The purpose of the review was to assess whether the disclosure return for the 2010-11
financial year lodged on behalf of the National Party of Australia (Victoria) (the Party) complies
with disclosure obligations as set out in the Act.

The AEC selected Wodonga Branch (the party unit) as part of the compliance review process.

Records requested

On 11 October 2012, the AEC issued a notice under s.316(2A) of the Act to the Party Agent
requesting a number of records regarding financial activities of the party unit for the 2010-11
financial year including:

1. a list of transactions by account for all accounts in the general ledger/cash book for the
2010/11 financial year;

2. bank statements for all bank accounts including investment/term deposit accounts for
the period from 1 July 2010 to 31 July 2011 (13 months);

3. abank reconciliation statement for the end of the 2010/11 financial year for each bank
account held;

4. financial statements for the 2010/11 financial year, where applicable;
5. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the Party’s State Offices; and

6. the name, address, contact phone number and email address of the party unit official
responsible for the above listed documents.
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Records provided
On 5 November 2012 , in response to the s.316(2A) notice the AEC received the following
documents:

1. a copy of the party unit disclosure return lodged with the State Office; and
2. bank statements for Hume Building Saciety account number 389188 S10 for the period
from 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011.

Details were also provided of the name, address, contact phone number and email address of
the party unit official responsible for the above listed documents.

Review findings

The AEC identify only minor discrepancies between the amounts reported by the Party’s State
Office and the records provided by the party unit. The AEC will take up the matter directly with
the Party’s State Office and consolidated it with all other issues arising out of the compliance
review.

The calculations provided here are for your information and future reference only. Accordingly,
no action is required on this matter by the party unit.

The AEC calculated totals receipts and total payments based on the amounts reported in the
bank statements and cash book provided. An amount of $20.00 charged as a dishonoured
cheque fee, by the building society then subsequently reversed resulted in an equal over-
disclosure in both total receipts and total payment.

The table in Attachment A below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the
disclosure return with the records provided in the review.

Matter requiring future action

All original records relating to the party unit’s financial activities, such as, bank statements,
details of all transactions, depaosit books and other relevant supporting documentation should be
retained by the party unit to provide evidence that disclosure obligations under the Act have
been complied with. The AEC recommends a retention period of at least three years.

The records reviewed are the records of the Party rather than of the person/s handling them.
Therefore, outgoing treasurers of the party unit should ensure that all relevant records are
forwarded to the new treasurer.

The records retained must be accurate and complete to enable the party unit and,
subsequently, the State Office to support the disclasures made in the return on behalf of the
entire Party.
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Enquiries and assistance

Should any assistance be required regarding disclosure obligations under the Act, please
contact the AEC’s, Funding and Disciosure Section either on telephone number (02) 6271 4552

or by email at fad@aec.gov.au.
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Attachment A

The table below provides a comparison of the total amounts reported in the disclosure return
with the records provided in the review.

Total Total
15. Wodonga Branch receipts payments
= = $ $
Disclosure State Office 20.17 32.00
1. Building society statements for
N 20.17 132,00
Less: Intra-party transactions 0.00 -100.00
Less: Dishonoured cheque fee reversal - -20.00 -20.00
Total AEC calculation bank statements 00.17 12.00
Difference -20.00 -20.00
1. Cash book for
2017 132.00
Less: Intra-party transactions 0.00 -100.00
Less: Dishonoured cheque fee reversal -20.00 -20.00
Total AEC calculation cash book 00.17 12.00
Difference -20.00 -20.00

Page 4 Compliance Review Report | National Party of Australia (Vicloria) ~ Wodonga Branch
2010-11 Disclosure retumn



10

REDACTION CODES

Personal Information (name) redacted.

Personal Information (facsimile of signature) redacted

Personal Information (facsimile of manuscript initialling) redacted
Personal Information (Individual’s address)

Personal information (individual’s telephone number)

Business information (Bank Account details) redacted.

Business information (Billing Account details) redacted.

Legal Professional Communication redacted.

Deliberative material redacted.

Irrelevant material redacted.





