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FOI request LS7708

From:  
Sent: Monday, 15 April 2019 10:26 PM
To:
Cc: ; ; media; Legal Services - NO; ; ; 

; ; 
Subject: RE: Request for action on two matters of concern on Facebook pages 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Dear 

Further to your note, I can confirm that we have taken action on the following content: 

1. Ads appearing on the Page “Our Vote, Our Community”. We have removed 6 ads for not meeting the

authorisation requirements under the Commonwealth Electoral Act. The advertisers have been sent the

following message: “This ad can’t run because it doesn’t comply with electoral laws. If you have any queries,

you should contact your local electoral commission for further information. You may re-post this ad once it

complies with the relevant electoral laws.”

2. Posts that appeared on  page (https://www.facebook.com/  and included

the AEC URL. These posts have been removed for violating our policies.

I trust this deals with the concerns you have raised, but please let me know if we can assist further. 

Kind regards 

From: 

Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 1:16 PM 

To:  

Cc:   media 

<media@aec.gov.au>; Legal Services - NO <LegalServices-NO@aec.gov.au>;  ; 

 ;  ;  ; 

 

Subject: Request for action on two matters of concern on Facebook pages [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Good afternoon 

Can you please investigate two matters: 

• the Facebook page Our Vote Our Community (https://www.facebook.com/Our-Vote-Our-Community-

353462745204606/) has no contact details, but is currently distributing unauthorised electoral ads that are

in breach of section 321D of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918

• a public Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/  contains some election related

posts that misrepresent the AEC’s position, and we consider breaches of Facebook’s Community Standards

policy.

Our Vote Our Community Facebook page 

The Facebook page Our Vote Our Community, has the AEC puzzled because we can find no contact details on the 

page.  The page does not appear to have many followers, but it has active unauthorised electoral ads that are 

currently being distributed.  The AEC needs to contact the people behind this page to warn them to authorise or 

remove the content.  If the responsible people cannot be identified and contacted, this page should be removed for 

breaching section 321D of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918. 
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Public Facebook posts misrepresenting the AEC 

The Facebook user  (https://www.facebook.com/  has posted two images that were 

originally created by the Australian Unions Facebook page to encourage people to enrol to vote, but the images 

have been edited to remove any connection to the Australian Unions as the original source. This has the effect of 

representing to other Facebook users that the AEC is encouraging Australians to enrol to vote against the Liberal 

Party, rather than the Australian Unions. As you can understand, the AEC as an apolitical government agency would 

never promote or oppose a candidate or political party in relation to an election or otherwise. 

Here is an image of the two misleading posts by  (posted on 5 April 2019): 

This is one of the original ads from the Australian Unions Facebook page (no longer active): 
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We understand the Australian Unions ads have been removed from Facebook for breaching Facebook’s policy. 

We seek your advice as to whether these posts by  breach Facebook’s Community Standards,

specifically clause 17 in relation to misrepresentation (impersonating others by posting imagery that is likely to 

deceive the public as to the content’s origin, and engaging in inauthentic behaviour by misleading people about the 

origin of content) and advise the AEC of any action you will take in regards to these posts. 

We would appreciate your quick action in regards to the Your vote your community Facebook page and the 2 posts 

misrepresenting the AEC. 

Yours sincerely 

 | Principal Government Lawyer 
Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch 
Australian Electoral Commission 
T:  | 

DISCLAIMER: 

If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return email and delete all 

copies.  If this email or any attachments have been sent to you in error, that error does not constitute waiver 

of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of information in the email or attachments.  
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