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To whom it may concern OQ

*

2019 Australian Federal Election — request for information relating to le breach of the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 K

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has received a comp, out potentially unauthorised
electoral advertising being distributed via Google Adwords b ner of the website
https://shortwilly.net/. z\

the advertisement in accordance with section 321D( f the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
(Electoral Act). A paid electoral advertisement i%@ advertisement containing electoral matter.

Paid electoral advertising on social media must be aut\?ris by the person or entity responsible for

Electoral matter is defined in section 4AA of the oral Act:

(1) Electoral matter means matter, unicated or intended to be communicated for the
dominant purpose of influgsic e way electors vote in an election (a federal election)
of a member of the House'ef Representatives or of Senators for a State or Territory,

including by promoting g opposing:
(a) a political enti@ extent that the matter relates to a federal election; or
(b) a member o{h ouse of Representatives or a Senator.

Depending on which p%%or entity approved the electoral advertisement the authorisation
particular in the item or 8 of the table in section 321D(5) of the Electoral Act.

other social platforms, but we are unable to see if any unauthorised electoral advertising has
been distril@ via Google Adwords.

)

As '@gate of the Electoral Commissioner, | request the following information under section 321F
ot e

The AEC has ou?&aid electoral advertising by the owner of the website https://shortwilly.net/ on
n‘§a’

ctoral Act. Can you please advise whether any advertisements have been promoted via
e Adwords since 11 April 2019, the date the writs were issued for the federal election, that:

» have been distributed by the owner of the https:/shortwilly.net/ website, [ | [ [ NGN
O, o

e direct the recipients of the advertisements to the website https://shortwilly.net/.
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If any such ads have been distributed by Google Adwords, can you please provide links to, or copy
of, the advertisements, so the AEC can determine whether the ads have been authorised in
accordance with the Electoral Act.

| have attached the relevant parts of sections 321D and 32F of the Electoral Act. It is a criminal
offence under section 137.1 and 137.2 of the Criminal Code 1995 to provide false or misleading
information or documents.

Given the Federal Election is 16 days away, your prompt response would be appreciategs

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely

Principal Government Lawyer
Electoral Authorisation Section
Legal & Procurement Branch

2 May 2019
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321D Authorisation of certain electoral matter

(1) This section applies in relation to electoral matter that is communicated to a person if:

(a) all of the following apply:

(i) the matter is an electoral advertisement;
(ii) all or part of the distribution or production of the advertisement was paid for;

2
N

(iii) the content of the advertisement was approved by a person (the notifying enti@@eth‘er

or not that person is a person who paid for the distribution or production of

advertisement); or

Notifying particulars

\
O
>

$~

(5) The notifying entity must ensure that the particulars set out in @Ilowing table, and any
S

N
S
&

O

other particulars determined under subsection (7) for the p
notified in accordance with any requirements determine

AN
Required particulars N
N,
Item If... the @wing particulars are

mired vos

the communication is a sticker,
fridge magnet, leaflet, flyer,

pamphlet, notice, poster or 6
how-to-vote card authorise @
disclosure entity that is @ﬁat‘ural
person

included in the most recent
return given in relation to the
entity under Part XX, if a return
has been given in relation to the
entity under that Part);

(b) the address of the entity;

(¢) the name of the natural person
responsible for giving effect to
the authorisation;

O&} the name of the entity (as

(d) the name of the printer who
printed the communication;

(e) the address of the printer

e communication is any other

<O
communication authorised by a

%Q)

disclosure entity that is not a natural
person

(a) the name of the entity (as
included in the most recent
return given in relation to the
entity under Part XX, if a return
has been given in relation to the
entity under that Part);

(b) the relevant town or city of the
entity;

(¢) the name of the natural person
responsible for giving effect to
the authorisation

3

the communication is a sticker,
fridge magnet, leaflet, flyer,
pamphlet, notice, poster or
how-to-vote card authorised by a

(a) the name of the person;
(b) the address of the person;

(c) the name of the printer who
printed the communication;
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Required particulars

Item If... the following particulars are

required ... (L
disclosure entity who is a natural (d) the address of the printer :%

person
4 the communication is any other (a) the name of the person;

communication authorised by a (b) the relevant town or city of the \

disclosure entity who is a natural person O

person ?N
5 the communication is a sticker, (a) the name of the entity; Q

fridge magnet, leaflet, flyer, (b) the address of the entity;

pamphlet, notice, poster or (c) the name of the printer w. \

how-to-vote card authorised by an printed the communic a@;

entity that is not a disclosure entit

Y - ¥ (d) the address of the

or a natural person

6 the communication is any other (a) the name of t

communication authorised by an (b) the relev. or city of the
entity that is not a disclosure entity entity
or a natural person \

7 the communication is a sticker, (a) t e of the person;

fridge magnet, leaflet, flyer, théaddress of the person;
pamphlet, notice, poster-or the name of the printer who
how-to-vote card authorised by a printed the communication:

natural who is not i
: PEOSeIL B .- (d) the address of the printer
disclosure entity

8 the communication is any, (a) the name of the person;
communication authgri a (b) the relevant town or city of the
natural person whoSsshot person

disclosure entity;
Note 1: @sion is a civil penalty provision which is enforceable under the Regulatory Powers

ee section 384 A of this Act).

Note K A person may contravene this subsection if the person fails to ensure that particulars are
notified or if the particulars notified are incorrect.

For the application of this provision to a notifying entity that is not a legal person, see

0 subsection (6).

6 Civil penalty: 120 penalty units.

%Q)

@IF Electoral Commissioner may obtain information and documents from persons

Q\ (1) This section applies to a person if the Electoral Commissioner has reason to believe that the
person has information or a document that is relevant to assessing compliance with

2 section 321D.

(2) The Electoral Commissioner may, by written notice given to the person, require the:

(a) to give to the Commissioner, within the period and in the manner and form specified in
the notice, any such information; or
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(b) to produce to the Commissioner, within the period and in the manner specified in the
notice, any such documents; or

(¢) to make copies of any such documents and to produce to the Commissioner, within the
P
period and in the manner specified in the notice, those copies. q(b

Matters to which regard must be had before giving notice

regard to the costs, in complying with any requirement in the notice, that woul ly to be

(3) Before giving a person a notice under subsection (2), the Electoral Commissior&}ave

incurred by the person.

(4) Subsection (3) does not limit the matters to which regard may be had. , OQ

Content of notice (5\'\

(5) A notice given to a person under this section must set out the of sections 137.1 and
137.2 of the Criminal Code (false or misleading informatio cuments).
Copying documents—reasonable compensation Q

(6) A person is entitled to be paid by the Commonwe&&h reasonable compensation for complying
with a requirement covered by paragraph (2)(00

<
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